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Lord Milner after four weeks5 sojourn in Petrograd, for, at
the moment when the latter was reporting to his colleagues
in the British Cabinet: " I have formed the opinion that
there is a great deal of exaggeration in the talk about
revolution "l (February 1917), Lenin was writing to his
sister: " Our life goes on as usual, very quietly ... it is still
very cold. . . . News from you comes very slowly." 2

The days dragged on in weary sameness. Lenin com-
pleted the draft of a book on education which a Swiss
publisher had commissioned. He needed more money. . . .

Suddenly the monotony of the exiles' life was broken.
On the afternoon of March 16,1917, Krupskaya was wash-
ing the dishes after their frugal meal, as Lenin gathered
the papers into his portfolio preparatory to returning to
the library. There was a sound of hurrying feet upon the
stair; their friend Bronsky broke, breathless, into the
room, waving the small thin sheets of a special newspaper
edition. " Haven't you heard the news ? " he panted.
" There is Revolution in Russia ! "

" I don't remember how we finished the day ", writes
Krupskaya.

1 David Lloyd George, War Memoirs, (London, 1933-1936), iii. 468.
2 Letters of Lenin, p. 407.